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President’s Message - By Richard C.Warbrouck

As required in
Article 4 Sec-
== tion 3 of our
bylaws | want
to announce
that nomina-
tions are open
for our annual
election of of-
ficers. The election will be held

AP

at the regular November meeting.

There are five positions open for
election, Vice President and four
Directors. The election is for a
two-year term of office. If you
would be willing to serve, have
any questions or know of a mem-
ber whom you would like to
nominate, please contact us at
425-775-9080. Email: in-
for@rffow.org or call Director
Pat Bartlow at 206-523-0325,
email kbartlow@earthlink.net. |
would like to see a LEOFF I
member run for election. The
RFFOW will one day not too far
off be a LEOFF Il organization.

Please see the notice for the
Christmas Luncheon to be held
on December 14, 2016 at the
West Seattle Golf Course. The
last three luncheons have been at
the golf course. The banquet

room has been well decorated,
open bar, good food and plenty of
parking. Those members who
attended last year voted to return
for the December 2016 luncheon.
There is a new manager this year,
Scott Starkey accepted a position
at a club in Oregon. We will
meet with Jamie the new manager
to make sure all the details are
addressed. If you have any sug-
gestions or ideas, please feel free
to contact us. We try to change
the program a little each year to
keep our members interested.
Most members state that the op-
portunity to visit and socialize is
the best part of the luncheon. If
you plan to attend please make
your reservations early.....don’t
wait until the last minute! If you
make an early reservation and
later find that you can’t attend,
we will be able to refund the cost
of your ticket or tickets if you
notify us one week before the
event. Once we order the food
we cannot make any refunds. No
ticket sales can be paid at the
door. We tried collecting for
tickets at the door in the past but
it just didn’t work out.

Director John Church, member

Chuck Maehren and | were able
to attend the 100th birthday cele-
bration in honor of Axel Drugge.
Axel is a former Secretary-
Treasurer of the Seattle Firefight-
ers Union Local 27. The Secre-
tary-Treasurer at that time was
the lead administrative position
for the union. The President’s
only responsibility was to serve
on committees, attend some out-
side meetings and to preside at
the regular union meetings. Axel
was the Secretary-Treasurer of
Local 27 when | joined the Seattle
Fire Department. When Axel
gave his monthly report at the
Union meeting he was very im-
pressive. He always dressed well,
was very organized, and gave ex-
cellent reports. This was of
course before collective bargain-
ing, at that time the union had to
persuade the Chief to ask the
City Council for wage increases
or for other improvements.
Sometime the Chief was reluctant
to help the union so the union
had go to the city council to plead
their case and beg for whatever
improvement being requested. |
remember when | was first ap-
pointed to the wage committee

(Continued on page 2)
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we made an appeal for a wage
increase. Axel Drugge who was
Secretary-Treasurer at the time
gave each council member a fold-
er. On the cover of the folder
there were three pennies glued
to the cover. Axel’s comment
was that the request would only
cost three cents an hour, a day, a
week or whatever. Axel, was
tireless in his effort to improve
the working conditions for fire-
fighters. When you look back at
the changes in working condi-
tions during my career, it’s unbe-
lievable.

The merger study continues. The
SCPP committee meets, we testi-
fy and request IRS rulings, attor-
ney general opinions and ask
how the sponsors of the bill SB
6668 arrived at the $5,000.00 to
be paid to each member when
the merger is completed, but we
get no answers. We have had
three round table discussions,
raising many issues and several
questions, but answers never
seem to be on the agenda. For
example, if they merged LEOFF |
with TRS | the state would ter-
minate the contributions to TRS
| which would reduce TRS | in-
vestment portfolios. If the inter-
est revenue dropped together
with the contributions being
stopped it would cause the fund
to have an increased unfunded
liability. This could increase the
contribution rate for the employ-
ers, the school districts to pay
for the LEOFF | benefits.

We were enlightened at the last
round table meeting when we

were told that the SCPP commit-
tee doesn’t have to make a rec-
ommendation on the merger.
They only have to submit a re-
port. We asked, if the merger
takes place and each member
receives a $5,000.00 payment, is
this legal? No one knows. We
ask what if a member receives a
$5,000.00 payment, the member
dies and has no surviving spouse
and two years later the IKRS
rules the merger invalid, how will
the retirement system collect the
$5,000.00. No one knows. Just
a couple of the many questions
along with the 1400 plus re-
sponses to the survey that were
sent in. Lots of questions. No
answers and a lot of unknowns.

We feel the legislature may move
ahead with a merger anyway.
We are now evaluating our legal
options. We won’t even see the
LEOFF Il merger proposal until
November. A LEOFF I/LEOFF II
merger could cause an unfunded
liability and put the LEOFF Il
members and their employers in
a position to pay for LEOFF |
benefits. The Legislature has
not always been the best stew-
ards of the retirement systems,
just look at the teacher’s retire-
ment system TRS and the State
Public Employee Retirement Sys-
tem (PERS).

)NEW MEMBER ALERT

e

Welcome New Member

Brent Chomos Active Captain
Snohomish County Fire District 1,
wife Annette.

October 2016

In Memoriam

Sylvia Mickelson, widow of SFD,
Earl Mickelson, passed away on
8/14/16.

James Harrington retired SFD
passed 8/14/16.

Charles White retired SFD passed
8/28/16.

Ladoreen Reeb, widow of retired
SFD Robert Reeb, passed away on
8/29/16.

Frank Minteer retired Seattle Cap-
tain passed away on 8/30/16.

Stanley Gould JR. retired SFD
passed away on 9/8/16.

Donald Burgess retired Seattle
Lieutenant passed away on 9/11/16.

Kermit (Denny) Fowler retired
SFD passed away on 9/15/16.

Note from Megan

If your husband, the mem-
ber, passes away and he is
on payroll deduction to pay
dues to the RFFOW, the sur-
viving spouse has to either
sign up for payroll deduc-
tion for herself as the pen-
ston check will now be is-
sued to her or if she choos-
es she can pay her dues by
check. We have had ques-
tions about this, as the sur-
viving spouse didn't know
she had to sign up for pay-
roll deduction herself. If
anyone needs assistance
just call us!
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Thanks to the following members
who siened up to pay dues by
payroll deduction

Mark your calendar

Wednesday December 14th, 2016

RFFOW Annual Christmas Joanna Groth
. THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING
MEMBERS WHO PAID THER 2016
DUES BY CHECK
1AM SOCIAL HOUR
PAT HART
LUNCH 12:30PM VAL HECKER

WEST SEATTLE GOLF COURSE

CLUBHOUSE BANQUET ROOM
4470 35TH AVE SW

TICKETS: $25.00 /PER PERSON

No host bar

Holiday Buffet - Honey ham, carved turkey breast, mashed potatoes and turkey gravy,
stuffing, Green bean casserole, candied yams, dinner rolls & assorted desserts, coffee
and tea.

Ground floor, ample parking, door prize, raffle and auction.

Please make your reservations as soon as possible. We will only be able to accommo-
date 120 guests. We will not be able to accept payments at the door.

Please send a check for $25.00 per person and this reservation form to:
RFFOW 9134 207th PI SW Edmonds, WA 98026
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Legislative Contributions for Se
Contributions to the Legislative Fund can be madc¢
RFFOW Legislative Fund 9134 207th Pl ace
Thank you to the following members who sent separate o
make a $3.00 contribution when paying their annual due
voice to be heard and is very much appreciated!! \
Ray Wiggs $200 Mary Sholdra $150 Director Roy Orlando ~ $100
In memory of stepson Former assistant RFFOWV Secretary
and uncle who passed Treasure under deceased husband
away Secretary Treasure Ted Sholdra
Hal Maloney $200 E.L. (Ed) Henderson $100 Jim Richeson $100
Maxine Allan $200 Rodnelan Donelan $100 Steven Barber $50
Michael Hausley $200 Robert Wickham $100 Val Hecker $43
Melvin Soward $200 Mona Landers $100 Terry Aspden $43

In memory of husband Bill Landers
SFD

Snohomish FD 1 to
reimburse for Medicare
part A

By Ken Crowder
Published 09/8/2016

| am pleased to report that the 9
month long struggle to get
Snohomish Co. FPD #1 to reim-
burse their LEOFF 1 members for

District would do the right thing the

members did not join Social Securi-

ty. Many of them did however get
the required 40 quarters through
outside employment leaving only a
handful without. In 2015 when the
first LEOFF 1 member was told to
join Medicare A he did so without
question believing he would be re-
imbursed by the District. After 9
months of discussion the Commis-
sioners passed the resolution to

Medicare A premium is over. At the resolve the issue.

Commissioner meeting on Sept.6
the commissioners voted 41 in fa-

vor of a resolution to reimburse. In -,y +he Fire Chief and staff especiallamend the resolution is an under-

addition they agreed to reimburse

retroactively one member who has o\ o1 that the risk of not doing so opening my mouth and inserting

been paying his own premiums for

The resolution was also supported
after being told by their insurance

would far outweigh the costs. The

these many months. The members o missioners | spoke with felt it

will however be required to apply for,
Med. A under their spouse when they,o promise made many years ago.

was the right thing to do fulfilling

spouse becomes eligible. We View 1o oy cention was Commissioner

this as a winwin and encourage

other agencies to do the right thing isn ot success to amend the reso- and HR Director Bill Kolden for do-

David Chan. Mr. Chan attempted

and follow the example of District 1 | ;41 to make the members who

Commissioners.

This all started many years ago
when the LEOFF 1 members were

fell short of the 40 quarter require-
ment to pay part of their medical
costs on a prorated basis depend-
ing on how many quarters they

told by the District that they did not have. This attempt in my opinion is
need to join Social Security becausedisrespectful to the LEOFF 1 mem-

they have LEOFF 1. Believing the

bers who trusted the commitment

of past commissioners. What is
most irritating is that he voted no of]
the resolution after our discussion
during the break prior to the resolu-
tion being discussed.

Mr. Chan approached me at the
break and told me not to worry he
supported the members because it
was the "right thing to do" He did
however say he had some things td
say but would be supporting the res
olution. Taking him at his word | let
it go without further comment. To
say | was shocked by his attempt tq

statement. | will stop there before

foot.

A big thank you goes out to Commit—
sioners Jim Kenny, Richard Schrock,
Jim McGaughey, Bob Meador, Fire
Chief Scott Cockrum and his staff

ing "the right thing" and fulfilling a
commitment.

Ken Crowder
Snohomish Co. LEOFF 1 Disability
Board
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Date Sensitive Material—Please Deliver

The next Meeting will be on
Wednesday, October |12th
at | 1:00am;
Calvary Christian Assembly,
6801 Roosevelt Way NE

Seattle, WA
Meeting Notices In YOUR Area
BELLI NGHAM TI ME: 8 AM
WHEN: 2nd Friday of ENSO@OGQW PreSidentWSésiggG§A$E VA'(;'-EY ¢t
. : r ursday o
WHERE: Squalicum Yacggot%q uﬁ’8@comcast.netWHERE: ®omRlesyy aur ant
TIME: 10 AM All are invited and BhMBur@%agAM to attend. It
INFO: Call Jim Burtogood time to freesdr iamflbNGOveCalhle Batk Haney
36036572 mati on, conduct our ®HeEeimmregsss and share ti me
Al'l are welcome tlycwimehahdi ¢pods. us, faminyone interestednds enc
and fr'eR”EdNST'ON SEATTLE RFF TRAVEionme,ypand give us a try!
. WHEN: 2nd Eursday of thRBMRDEHN / HOQUI AM
WHEN: 1st Wednesday Q@fipgpe PQ@I Street WRBENS G&il Monday of the
WHERE: Station 13 1in SOEOR y
TIME: 10 AM 1 urora Ave N, WeRRE! eT WA A@d BBesctna Wrud rf
: . TI_ME: _Noon Lunch T1 ME : 10 AM
Ll;l_gg_s.ggczalolr PreS|dent!,ﬁl|§ﬁ5: B\?ﬁﬁﬁiéﬁ&ﬂ@(lh 36O0NFO: Call Don Hirschmar
frenchle@comcast.netJrC ure @comcast.netgle,?)g.@795. . e i .
We invite you to join us! AENERE&Twel conh are invi-tegethbeyjbin
YAKI MA WHEN: 3rd Tuesday of t hseOUTHWENST LUNGH BUNC
WHEN: 1st Monday of XX%PR Gﬁ?iﬁgrger & Brelw'ﬁf'g'hghaiﬂ;y“'day of the
wrag;iswggfkﬁﬂs Cafe, plg Fctam! WHERE: Lin®g RedpDaueant i
INFO: C.II Bob V D kNFO. David Neyens Wild Horse Pass Casino,
504958.238061 0 anby ﬁeyens@aol.com T ME: 11 AM
. . I NFO: Bob -B:u®%87h,0r2 0ebmai
Al'l retirees and- wives fromTAEPMAire De .. L92@yahoo. com
partment are wel comeWHRBNd kacoWedmgesday APCIHQ haveo-
tend! WHERE: Local 31 Uni CToreceived your copy of the RFFOW
VANCOUVER TIME: 11 AM newsletter in FULL COLOR, email in-
WHEN 3rd Thursday oBrithe @mosmabk | unc-h, fo@rffow.organd receive itelectronically. 2
WHERE: Uni on Hal |, 28®mb &N W, FW'UHI |¢ehv\ea.@eod]chouget“:fasterbyema'landsaveus
Rd V i tel

printing, mailing and postage costs!



